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2016 Convention Program 
“Gesneriads in the First State”

Monday, July 4
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Convention Registration
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Pre-Convention trip to longwood Gardens 
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Convention Registration/Information/Promo sales

Tuesday, July 5
7:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. Convention Registration
8:15 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. board bus for Morning trip
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Visit to Winterthur Gardens and Museum 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Convention Registration/Information
12:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. board bus for afternoon trip
1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Visit to Winterthur Gardens and Museum
2:00 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. board of Directors Meeting
5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. Convention Registration/Information/Promo sales
6:30 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. opening Dinner and Welcome
8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. Conservation Meeting and Program (open to all) 
9:45 p.m. – 10:30 p.m. social Media Discussion

Wednesday, July 6
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Convention Registration/Information

(flower show entry forms accepted)
9:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Judges training, session 1: novice/advanced/Workshop
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Informal Discussion on Growing (open to all)
12:00 noon – 1:15 p.m. luncheon honoring chapters/members
1:30 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Judges training, session 2: novice/advanced/Workshop
3:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Judges Interest Group Meeting
4:15 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Mini Program
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Convention Registration/Information/Promo sales

(final flower show entry forms accepted)
5:15 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Judges test
7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. GHa Meeting and Program (open to all)
9:15 p.m. – 10:15 p.m. Chapters & affiliates Meeting with the society President and

C&a Chair (open to chapter/affiliate presidents or delegates)
Thursday, July 7
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Convention Registration/Information
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. flower show entries
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Informal Discussion on Growing (open to all) 
1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. auction Items accepted
2:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m. Mini-Presentations by students 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. lecture #1 “Plant explorers in ecuador, the aftermath 

and Conservation efforts” (David neill) 
5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Convention Registration/Information
5:45 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Dinner and annual Membership Meeting: 

President Julie Mavity-Hudson presiding; 
awards of appreciation; election of Directors

7:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. special anniversary Presentation 
8:15 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. Mini Program
8:45 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. sale of Publications and Promo Items
9:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. early Plant sales (entry by registration number)
9:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. Plant sales 
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Additional Convention Information
Visit the Gesneriad society website www.gesneriadsociety.org for additional
information.

Airport Transportation 
Philadelphia International airport (PHl) is 20 miles (30-minute drive) north of
our hotel. We applied and have received a special transportation grant from the
Greater Wilmington Convention & Visitors bureau for help with our convention
transportation needs and this includes Delaware express airport shuttle van service
from PHl: $30 for a single passenger ($20 for each additional passenger) plus an
18% driver’s gratuity. taxis and other private transport companies are also available
to transfer guests between PHl and the hotel. the Wilmington amtrak station
(with complimentary shuttle services) is located a few blocks south of our hotel.
More information will be available later on the society’s website.

Friday, July 8
6:30 a.m. – 7:00 a.m. late show entries (only with permission)
7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. breakfast (and judging instructions)
8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. flower show Judging
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Convention Registration/Information
9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. sales open and auction Viewing
10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Informal Discussion on Growing (open to all)
2:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. flower show open 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. board of Directors Meeting
4:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. lecture #2 “the Joys of Growing Miniature sinningias”

(betsy Gottshall)
6:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Convention Registration/Information
6:00 p.m. silent auction Closes
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Cocktail Hour
7:30 p.m. – 9:15 p.m. flower show awards banquet
9:15 p.m. – 11:00 p.m. flower show open

Saturday, July 9
6:30 a.m. – 7:30 a.m. Photographers only in show Room 
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. flower show Judges Critique

(only for this year’s judges/clerks)
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Convention Registration/Information
8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. flower show and Plant sales open
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. lecture #3 “Growing Streptocarpus Hybrids to 

their full Potential” (karen allen)
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. lecture #4 “Growing Saintpaulia species: 

Mimicking Mother nature” ( Jeff smith)
12:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. luncheon and live auction
2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. auction settlement (live and silent)
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Phyto Inspector available
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. flower show, sales, and auction breakdown
5:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. bus to Riverfront (optional walk, about one mile from the hotel)
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Dinner at timothy’s on the Riverfront and program:

“Hoarding: one Man’s attempt to Grow It all!” 
( Jim Roberts)
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