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Gleanings

a monthly newsletter from The Gesneriad Society, Inc.

(articles and photos selected from chapter newsletters,
our journal Gesneriads, and original sources)

Volume 10, Number 10 October 2019

Welcome to the latest issue of Gleanings! This issue includes my
photos of gesneriads at the Ohio State African Violet Society
Show and Dale Martens’ article on growing Sinningia minima.
Hope you enjoy Gleanings!

Mel Grrice, Editor

Episcia 'Jim’s Specialty' is
one of my favorite hybrids
created by the late Jim
Bodner from Canada. |
love the vivid pink color
and the dots in the yellow
throat of the blossom.

Mel Grice photo

e — —

http://gesneriadsociety.org/ October 2019 page 1



http://gesneriadsociety.org/

Gesneriads at the Ohio State
African Violet Society Show

=

Episcia (Belize collection)
Paul Kroll
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Mel Grice photos

Streptocarpus 'Joker'
Terri Vicenzi
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Streptocarpus
'Fred's Yellow Wine'
Terri Vicenzi

Columnea orientandina
Terri Vicenzi

Episcia cupreata 'La Soledad Bronze'
Paul Kroll

Mel Grice photos
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Gloxinia erinoides 'Judy' - Paul Kroll Mel Grice photos

Primulina 'Moonlight' - Mel Grice
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xRhytidoneria 'Ako Cardinal Flight'
Paul Kroll

Episcia 'Moonlight Valley'
Penny Wichman

Primulina 'Kitaguni'
Terri Vicenzi

Mel Grice photos
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Life Cycle of Sinningia minima

Dale Martens
Sherrard, IL, USA

The Gesneriad Society has very exciting live auctions at the conventions. In
2017, | was determined to be the winner for a packet of Sinningia minima seeds
generously donated by Mauro Peixoto. Happily, | won one of the packets, and
when | got home, | contacted Mauro who wrote, “It grows on iron rocks and the
tiny tuber is deep incrusted on the rock cracks. Although it grows in Amazonian
region, the habitat has a definite dry/wet season, and the plant stays dormant at
least six months. Be careful AFTER flowering because it goes dormant for at
least three to four months and could be tricky to keep a tuber alive without
rotting or drying out beyond recovery. | grow my plants in soilless mix that |
added some extra iron pebbles that | collected nearby the plants. They grow in
nature on almost pure iron rocks, but a miniature begonia that grows mixed with
it, does very well in ordinary soilless mix, so | don’t know if the extra iron is
necessary or not."

November 8, 2017: These seedlings
are 10 days old. It took 43 days for
the first of the seedlings to sprout. |
had a small, lidded container with one
side New Zealand sphagnum and the
other side my usual soilless mix.
Nothing, absolutely nothing sprouted
on the sphagnum side. | kept the mix
moist, not soaking wet. Subsequent
seed sowings also proved the seed
takes between 35 and 60 days to
sprout depending on conditions. |
lifted each seedling up and put it back
in the same container because I've
found this stimulates growth.

December 14, 2017: The seedlings were
transplanted to a 2.5-inch, plastic pot along
with a wick. The pot and wick reservoir were
placed inside a bowl for extra humidity.
Slightly less than 1/8 teaspoon of 20-14-13

: fertilizer per gallon of water was put into the

| | reservoir.

A— — All photos by Dale Martens
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December 26, 2017: See how quickly
seedlings grow when transplanted!

"Terrarium is a good idea because January 31, 2018: The first buds emerged. This
g

they grow in places that have photo shows how I grew this little species on a

dripping water all the time during wick reservoir inside a bowl for extra humidity.

the growing season. It grows at 700
meters of altitude (about 2100 feet),
but what really differs it from the
other miniatures is the dry/wet
period. The place is very dry for at
least six months. August/
September are the driest months. It
does not have much to do with
temperature or day length because
it is close to Equator line 6 degrees
2’22.97” S50 degrees 17’ 25.94W.
The rainy season starts in
November and in February the
sinningias are in full bloom." In my

home they came back in October, m—

started blooming in November and February 17, 2018: First flowers bloomed.

right now are all dormant. Initially | was hand pollinating the flowers to make
sure | got seeds, but this little species self-
pollinates.
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Sinningia pusilla is on the left and Sinningia minima
is on the right.

March 27, 2018: | harvested the first seeds.

May 13, 2018: The
plant was in significant
decline, going
dormant. | waited until
the seedpods were
dried before looking for
tubers.

All photos by Dale Martens
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May 18, 2018: To be honest, | wasn’t sure if these were really tubers or just hard pieces of soil.

May 18, 2018: | consulted with Mauro
who cautioned that | not allow the
tubers to completely dry. | added
moistened, large chunks of vermiculite
to a small container along with the
tubers and put a lid on the container. |
kept the container on the shelf of my
stand so it got the LED lights during the
daytime.

August 24, 2018: | was thrilled to see that four ‘ i 1 |
of the tubers sprouted after 14 weeks in the [ 8
moist vermiculite! ‘

T — T —

This article appeared originally in GESNERIADS Vol. 69, No. 1, First Quarter 2019, Peter Shalit,
editor. Read other interesting articles like this about gesneriads by becoming a member of The
Gesneriad Society and receiving our quarterly 64-page journal.
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From the editor —

| have been traveling to
the fall shows and
neglecting my plants. |
need to start working
on getting my van into
the garage for the
winter!

If you have suggestions,
comments, or items for
possible inclusion in
future issues, please
feel free to contact me
at
melsgrice@gmail.com

Mel

Donations
The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (¢}(3) status for
donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriadsociety.org. You may also send your
donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to:
Austin Grevious, Development Chairperson
4932 88th Ave. W., University Place, WA 98467
For additional information, contact: aagrevious@gmail.com

Membership and Changes of Address
The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA
Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary <membership
@gesneriadsociety.org> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The Society is not responsible
for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes. Back issues may be ordered
from The Gesneriad Society Publications,
Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months prior
to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing label/
membership card received with each copy of Gesneriads.) Please remit your dues prior to the expiration
date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed because of late
payment of dues. Back issuss may be ordered from Publications.

Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc.
WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of Gesneriads — The
Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of Fow to Knew and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of gesneriad seeds

and a wealth of information about our chapters, flower shows, publications, research, programs and
seed fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues.

'O Individual Life

[J New Member Date
[ Renewal Membership #
Name R .

SV A GIvEN NS ROTILE Tl
Address

7z

Y SIT 25 Cour COUNTRY

Email Telephone
Mailing i US Mailing in US Maziling oursice US Mailing outside US
{Razes in USS) 1 year 3 years 1 year 3 vears

O Individual §25 $70 §30 §85
[J Household §26 §73 $31 §88
[ Journal Su.bscripu'on §25 §70 $30 §85
(organizations, chapters, aTilanes)

Mailiag in USA. $375 Mailing catside USA. $450

Consultants Alcie Maxwell
Judy Zinni
Vicki Ferguson
Mary Jo Modica
Dale Martens
Internet Julie Mavity-Hudson
Communications  Paul Susi
Newsletter Mel Grice
Editor 2019 Crosswind Ct.
Englewood, OH
45322 USA

melsgrice@gmail.com

Permission to reprint from ¢leanings is
granted, provided that credit is given to
the author and the publication.

Electronic journal copy (no print copy) for Individual or Houschold Members

E) Grvan Optian $20 (one year), 8§55 (three yeass) anywhere in the world

I wish to make a tax-deductible contribution of §

[ Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund [ Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund
[0 Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund
O in Honor O Memory of _

[ Students and Speakers Convention Fund [0 Censervation Fund

Please make checks or money orders payable in USS on a USA bank to: The Gesneriad Sodiety
Or, charge my [0 VISA, or 0 MasterCard

Card # _Exp. Dare
Signature Amount

Mail to: The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Scatde, WA 98122-3916 USA

For application online: www.gesneriadsociety.org
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