a monthly newsletter from The Gesneriad Society, Inc.

(articles and photos selected from chapter newsletters,
our journal Gesneriads, and original sources)

Volume 14, Number 11 November 2023

This issue includes photos of gesneriads blooming now, Karyn
Cichocki’s article about Streptocarpus, and the Annual Appeal.

Hope you enjoy Gleanings!

Mel Grrice, Editor

Terri Vicenzi from Bloomington,
Indiana, shared this photo of
Streptocarpus 'DS-1449', a
hybrid created by Pavel Enikeev
at the Dimetris nursery in
Ukraine.

Terri Vicenzi photo
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Blooming now...

Sinningia 'Kevin Garnett'
Mel Grice

T —
Mel Grice photos

Sinningia speciosa (slipper
type) grown from seed
acquired over forty years
ago from The Gesneriad
Society seed fund. "I
sowed the original seed
and selected one of the
plants as my favorite. |
keep propagating it
vegetatively from crown
cuttings and now have
several clones of it
growing. | really like it!"

Mel Grice
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Str eptocarpus Karyn Cichocki

Streptocarpus are native to Africa, some in the same areas as Saintpaulia,
which have been reclassified as Streptocarpus. They grow in the
mountains in rock crevices and along streams. Most have leaves that are
strap like, can grow in a rosette formation, and are perennials. Other
species are monocarpic, so they take up to two years to bloom and die off
afterward. These species usually have a single large leaf, but some will
have a second smaller leaf. There is a subgenus Streptocarpella, where
the plants in that group have upright growing stems and come from both
eastern Africa (Tanzania and
Kenya) and Madagascar.

Streptocarpus dunniiis a unifoliate
species, which grows in rock
crevices on the side of mountains.
It is a heavy bloomer with bright red
flowers. Dale Martens has used it
in several of her hybrids, including
S. ‘Dale’s Gingersnaps’ seen
below.

Karyn Cichocki photo
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Streptocarpus holstii is one of the upright
stemmed species. It has dark red fleshy
stems. These plants are good candidates
for wicking. This plant was exhibited by
Bill Price at
the AVSC
convention
in
Edmonton,
Alberta
Canada.

Karyn Cichocki
photos

Streptocarpus lilliputana (left) is
a miniature that grows in a
rosette form. Dale Martens has
also used it in her hybridizing to
create smaller growing plants.
It only has two flowers per
stem.

| enjoy growing unifoliates, but they
can be a challenge. There are a few
that are small growing such as S.
pentherianus (right), which will bloom
within a year.

Karyn Cichocki photo
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S. rimicola (right) is another small
growing species. They will die off
once they are done blooming, but
they form seed pods so you can
start new plants.

S. saundersiiis a larger growing
unifoliate as you can see from
these three photos. It took two
years to bloom but it was worth the
wait. The leaf had a red underside,
and there were so many flowers on
the stems that they hung down.

Karyn Cichocki
photos
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As you can see, | had to trim the leaf
as it had formed an abscission line
when it dried out. This is a natural
process that helps the plant to
survive during drought or cold
temperatures. This line goes across
the leaf. The leaf below that line will
turn yellow and eventually will dry
up. So careful attention must be
taken not to let the soil dry out.

S. kentaniensis (below) grows into a nice rosette and has narrow long
leaves. This is another species that Dale Martens has used. It is one of
the parents of S. ‘Gator’s Tail'.

The word "streptocarpus" means twisted
fruit, and as you can see in the photo (by
Dale Martens) the seed pod is twisted.
Once it dries it will start to untwist, which will
cause the seeds to fling out.

When | harvest the seed | will hold the seed
pod on either end and start to untwist it so
the seed will easily fall out. As you can see
in the photo on the next page (by Dale
Martens), the seed is quite small and can
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easily be carried away by a breeze.

Pollination of Streptocarpus is the same as with any other Gesneriad.
The pollen is available first for a few days after the flower has opened.
During this time the stigma is elongating and appears at the tube
opening.

The photo on the
right (by Dale
Martens) shows the
anthers, which hold
the pollen and the
stigma. You can tell
when the stigma is
ready to accept
pollen because it will
have a slight dimple
on the tip. The arrow
is pointing to that
dimple and the pollen
that has been placed
on it.
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If you are going to hybridize, you need to remove the anthers so that they
don’t self pollinate the flower. Seed pods ripen in about one to two months.

Reprinted from Gesneriad Tips ’n Trivia, the newsletter of the
African Violet and Gesneriad Society of New Jersey, October 2023,
Karvn Cichocki, editor.

The Gesneriad Society Annual Appeal

The Annual Appeal helps support gesneriad research, education, and conservation by
ensuring that grant money is available for eligible applicants. The target fund for 2023 is
The Conservation Fund. This fund promotes the conservation of gesneriads through
education, research, ex situ propagation and
habitat preservation. Donate now! You may
make a donation on line by using the link
above.

The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) U.S.
tax-exempt corporation.

The full amount of a donation is tax
deductible for U.S. Gesneriad Society
members.

1
1
Austin Grevious :
Development Chairperson '
The Gesneriad Society, Inc.
1
1
1

aagrevious@gmail.com S f W7
....................... 2 JANE ‘\\’,,’N
N '?\\(r.:r J
John Beaulieu created this holiday tree :ﬁthﬁf@ ®

originally in black and white and the late Stan
Sudol added the color a few years later.

I M

Thanks to both for sharing!
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Our full-color 2024 Gesneriad Wall Calendar

will brighten each month with a photograph

of a different award-winner from the 2022
International Convention Flower Show. There’s
plenty of room for your appointments, and the
2024 Convention is already conveniently highlighted.
Perfect for gifts. $17 each including postage; $19 each
outside North America. See website for bulk pricing.

Order now and be ready when 2024 arrives!

ORDER BY MAIL

Gesneriad Society Publications
| 122 E Pike Street, PMB 637
Seattle, WA 98122 USA

Shop here to order your calendar today.
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From the editor —

Keep those photos
coming! Write some
short articles about your
favorite plant please.

If you have suggestions,
comments, or items for
possible inclusion in
future issues, please
feel free to contact me
at melsgrice@gmail.com

Donations
The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status for
donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriads.org. You may also send your
donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to:
Austin Grevious
4932 - 88th Avenue West, University Place, WA 98467 USA

For additional information, contact: <aagrevious@gmail.com>

Membership and Changes of Address
'The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA
Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary
<gesneriadsocietymembership@gmail.com> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The
Society is not responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes.
Back issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications.
Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months prior
to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing labe
membership card received with each copy of Gesneriads.) Please remit your dues prior to the expiration
date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed because of late
payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications.

Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc.
WELCcOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of Gesneriads — The
Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of gesneriad seeds
and a wealth of information about our chapters, flower shows, publications, research, programs and

seed fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues.

Mel
Consultants Alcie Maxwell
Judy Zinni
Dale Martens
Internet Julie Mavity-Hudson

Communications  Paul Susi

Newsletter Mel Grice

Editor 2019 Crosswind Ct.
Englewood, OH
45322 USA

melsgrice@gmail.com

Permission to reprint from Gleanings is
granted, provided that credit is given to
the author and the publication.

[l New Member Date
[] Renewal Membership #
Name

FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
Address

STREET

CITY STATE ZIPCODE COUNTRY
Email Telephone
Chapter Affiliation (ist only one)

Mailing in US Mailing in US Mailing outside US Maﬂin§ outside US
(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year years
[] Individual $25 $70 $30 $85
[] Household $26 $73 $31 $88
[] Journal Subscription
(oré]anizations, chapters, af%liates) $25 $70 $30 $85
[] Individual Life Mailing in USA $375 Mailing outside USA $450
. Electronic journal copy (no print copy) for Individual or Household Members

LliGeeen Qpeion $20 (one year), $55 (three years) anywhere in the world

I wish to make a tax-deductible contribution of

L] Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund [ Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund

[] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund  [] Students and Speakers Convention Fund [ | Conservation Fund
[J InHonor [] Memory of.

Please make checks or money orders payable in US$ on a USA bank to: The Gesneriad Society
Or, charge my L1 VISA or [ MasterCard

Card # Exp. Date
Signature Amount

Mail to: 'The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA

For application online: www.gesneriads.org
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