a monthly newsletter from The Gesneriad Society, Inc.

(articles and photos selected from chapter newsletters,
our journal Gesneriads, and original sources)

Volume 17, Number 2 February 2026

This issue includes photos of gesneriads blooming now and
information about The Gesneriad Society’s 2026 Annual
Appeal.

Hope you enjoy Gleanings!
Mel Grrice, Editor

Primulina shouchengensis grown
by Erika Schroedersecker.

Erika Schroedersecker photo
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. "This species grows in

BIOOWII"Q “OW--- shaded areas on limestone
hills in only one known
locality in China. It tends to
be collected for medicinal
purposes, used for
rheumatism and bone ache.
The leaves have these
“blister bumps" with hairs
emerging from some of
them. | hand-pollinated the
first flower and it took 40
days to ripen. This second
round of flowers will find
themselves hand-pollinated,
too, with seed donated to
The Gesneriad Society’s
seed fund in the future. The
pot in the photo is only 2.5-
inches and is wick watered
and grows under LED lights,
12 hours a day."
Dale Martens

Dale Martens photos
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xAchimenantha 'Northwoods Sunburst'
Ron Myhr photo
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Columnea orientandina

Joan Sirotiak photo

Columnea NOID

Joan Sirotiak photo
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Blooming at Longwood Gardens

Erika Geimonen photos

Seemannia sylvatica

Aeschynanthus 'Mona Lisa'
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Streptocarpus 'Blueberry Creme', a
subg. Streptocarpella plant hybridized by
Patrick Worley.

Erika Geimonen photos
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Bloowing at

Longwood Gardens

Kohleria 'Napoleon V'
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Coming Events

March 21 - 22, 2026 — Glencoe, IL

Display & Plant Sale

Northern lllinois Gesneriad Society

Chicago Botanic Garden, 1000 Lake Cook Road, Glencoe, IL 60022
Saturday: March 21 10:00 am. to 4:30 pm.

Sunday: March 22 10:00 am. to 4:30 pm.

Contact: Susan Bradford via e-mail.

March 28, 2026 — Christiana, DE

Display & Plant Sale

Delaware African Violet and Gesneriad Society

Boscov’s Department Store, Christiana Town Center, 1-95 exit 3A, Christiana, DE 19702
Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Contact: rlafash@comcast.net 302-653-6449

Convention T-Shirts Are Ready!
T-shirts with this year's convention logo are available for purchase from the store

on The Gesneriad Society website. Click on Apparel and then Shirts, and you'll
see the shirts with this year's convention logo on them. They come in men's and
women's sizes and in various colors.

None will be sold at the convention, however. They have to be ordered ahead of
time and will be delivered to your home address.
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In celebration of The Gesneriad Society’s 75th Anniversary, the Elvin
McDonald Research Endowment Fund has been designated as the focus of the
2026 Annual Appeal and a special, one-year Diamond Tier donation level is
being recognized.

This initiative honors our founder, Elvin McDonald, while directly supporting one
of the Society’s most active endowments, which funds multiple researchers each
year exploring the world of gesneriads.

A donation of $75 per person, made between January 1 and December 31,
2026, qualifies donors as Diamond Tier members, includes a Gesneriad
Society 75th Anniversary magnet, and
recognition in the journal of The Gesneriad
Society, Gesneriads. We invite you to join
us in honoring our founder and advancing
gesneriad research during this milestone
year.

Diamond Tier donation link:
https://shop.gesneriadsociety.org/products/
75th-anniversary-donation

Questions? Please contact me!

Thank you for your generosity, , 1 B

Colleen Turley
Development Committee Chairman
gesneriaddevelopment@fastmail.fm

Save the date
The Gesneriad Society’s
Annual Convention
June 29 to July 4, 2026
Westin Chicago North Shore
<@ 601 North Milwaukee Ave.

(I
W {[ e Wheeling, IL 60090

—

sneriad Societ

Chicagoland
Celebrates

195102026 (o |l

Register now

http://gesneriadsociety.org/ February 2026 page 9



https://shop.gesneriadsociety.org/products/75th-anniversary-donation
https://shop.gesneriadsociety.org/products/75th-anniversary-donation
https://gesneriadsoc.regfox.com/the-gesneriad-society-2026-convention
http://gesneriadsociety.org/

From the editor —

Thanks to all who sent
photos! Please keep
them coming so | can
share with others.

If you have suggestions,
comments, or items for
possible inclusion in
future issues, please
feel free to contact me
at melsgrice@gmail.com

Donations
The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status for

donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriads.org. You may also send your
donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to:
Colleen Turley
8404 West Harrison Court, Fredericksburg, VA 22407 USA
For additional information, contact: <colleenturley@pobox.com>

Membership and Changes of Address

The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,

1211 East Denny Way, #28B, Seattle, WA 98122-2516 USA
Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary
<gesneriadsocietymembership@gmail.com> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The
Society is not responsible for replacing issues missed %ecause of late notification of address changes.
Back issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications.
Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months prior
to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing label/
membership card received with each copy of Gesneriads.) Please remit your dues prior to the expiration
date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed because of late
payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications.

Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc.

WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of Gesneriads — The
Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of gesneriad seeds
and a wealth of information about our chapters, flower shows, publications, research, programs and
seed fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues.

Mel
Consultants Alcie Maxwell
Judy Zinni
Dale Martens
Paul Susi
Internet Julie Mavity-Hudson
Communications  Paul Susi
Newsletter Mel Grice
Editor 2019 Crosswind Ct.
Englewood, OH
45322 USA
melsgrice@gmail.com
Permission to reprint from Gleanings is
granted, provided that credit is given to
the author and the publication.

[ ] New Member Date
[[] Renewal Membership #
Name

FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
Address

STREET

CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY
Email Telephone
Chapter Affiliation (list only one),

Mailing in US Mailing in US Mailing outside US Mailin§ outside US
(Rates in US$) 1 year 3 years 1 year years
[ Individual $25 $70 $30 $85
[] Household $26 $73 $31 $88
[] Journal Subscription $25 $70 $30 $85
(organizations, chapters, affiliates)
[ Individual Life Mailing in USA $375 Mailing outside USA $450
. Electronic journal copy (no print copy) for Individual or Household Members

U Green Option $20 (one year), $55 (three years) anywhere in the world

I wish to make a tax-deductible contribution of $

[] Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund  [[] Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund
[] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund
[ InHonor [ Memory of

servation Fund

Please make checks or money orders payable in US$ on a USA bank to: The Gesneriad Society

Or, charge my [1VISA or [ MasterCard
Card # Exp. Date
Signature Amount

Mail to: 'The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark,
1211 East Denny Way, #28B, Seattle, WA 98122-2516 USA

For application online: www.gesneriads.org
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